











'ADVERTISING STANDARDS
AUTHORITY COULD, IN THEQRY,
" ENFORCE LAWS BANNING

- MISLEADING ELECTION ADS.

leading lawyer for the
Electoral Commission has
confirmed that it would
be quite easy to ban political parties
from deliberately lying in election
advertising. Sarah O’Driscoll, 43,
from Milton Keynes is an expert on
such matters.

“Oh yeah, we could easily ban
politicians from directly lying to you
in their ads. It wouldn’t be hard at all.
Hell, we already have an Advertising
Standards Authority that scrutinises
fact-based claims for literally every
other type of advertising in the country.
It would be the easiest thing in the
world to implement the House of Lords
Democracy and Digital Technologies
Committee  recommendation that
the relevant experts in the ASA, the
Electoral Commission, Ofcom and
the UK Statistics Authority should
co-operate through a regulatory
committee on political advertising, just
like they do in other countries.”

When pressed to explain the
benefits of an independent umpire
O’Driscoll struggles for a metaphor.

"It’s a bit like a
game of tennis."”

"Except, instead of winning a
trophy, the winner gets to make the laws
that 70 million British people are forced
to live by. And instead of playing by the
official rules of tennis, the players are
free to play without any rules at all.”

But de nitely won't in practice.

POLLY GRAPH
POLITICAL CORRESPONDENT

Sarab O'Driscoll's legal tennis analaogy
doesn't win favour with the judge

When asked if that made for a
better kind of tennis match, O’Driscoll’s
position was clear. “No, obviously. Pretty
soon, the whole thing descends into a
ridiculous farce. You'd have balls flying
into the net, landing wildly out of bounds
and two players trying to convince the
crowd that they’re both hitting aces. 1
mean, at some point it stops being tennis
in any recognisable sense and instead
becomes..."

".. akind of
hideous theatre
production that
endlessly mocks its
own audience.”

Fearing that her sports analogy
was becoming tired, O’Driscoll stated her
case in simpler terms.

“Collectively, we’ve decided as a
country that we want our politicians to
exist in a legal loophole so that they can
lie to us as much as they want. And to me,
that’s absolutely bonkers!”

For now, O’Driscoll isn’t predicting
any imminent reforms. “Look, pigs might
fly. Do I think Britain’s political parties
will get together and suddenly decide to
do the right thing for the good of society?
I mean, technically, it's theoretically
possible. Just like it’s theoretically
possible that Idris Elba randomly calls
me and asks me out on a date. Not
holding my breath though, am I?” @

lawyer working for a major
A British political party has

signed off on a series of
deliberately and egregiously fabricated
claims that were made in the latest
series of campaign ads targeted at swing
voters. Riddled with fake statistics
and bogus claims, the ads use a series
of colourful bar charts to depict the
imminent downfall of society as we

know it. “How many more times
do I have to repeat myself? said the
unnamed lawyer in a tired voice.
“If it’s for a election ad, we are legally
allowed to spew forth whatever kind of
unadulterated tosh we want.” &

LIZALOT
FACT CORRESPONDENT
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assifieDs-

LOOKING FOR SOMETHING? FIND IT HERE!

CAREER OPPORTUNITY
“FACT” CHECKER

Seeking a morally-versatile professional to join

our ‘Fact Verification Department, where you'll

use state-of-the-art confirmation bias technology

to ‘guide’ the British public’s perception of reality.
Applicant Must Possess:

- A Masters-level education in ‘Critical Truth
Theory’ (Oxbridge preferred)
- A strong background in weasel wording:
"studies suggest," "critics argue," etc.
- An advanced proficiency in Microsoft Excel's
‘Hide Inconvenient Data’ function
- A proven ability to find supporting evidence
for pre-determined conclusions
- A Portfolio showcasing your competence
in graph manipulation
- A Clean Driving License
(for moving goalposts)

Salary: £18,000 - £18,000,000 (depending
on how flexibly you define numbers). Apply with
CV + Cover Letter explaining why 2+2=5.

CAREER OPPORTUNITY

POLITICAL PORTRAIT
SPECIALIST

Required by image consultancy. Must possess
advanced skills in  making our political
opponents look like complete bastards through
artistic license. Duties include: strategic nostril
enlargement, sinister shadow placement,
integrating devil horns (subtly) & adding
ominously narrow moustaches.

AREYOUA
PUBLIC OPINION
SYNTHESISER*?

Do you have experience in synthesising
thousands of social media accounts? Do
you enjoy using your programming skills to
create the illusion of public outrage? Do you
like seeding comment sections and growing
hashtag movements overnight? Do you agree
that ‘Public Opinion Synthesiser’ isn’t a made-
up job title designed to circumvent the UK legal
system’s prohibition on ‘Bot Farming?’ If you
answered ‘yes' to all these questions, then
contact sharon@TheParty.co.uk

NEEDED URGENTLY
GASLIGHT MECHANICS

Multiple Mechanics required!” Maintain* and

repair* gaslights at our growing* Westminster

firm “where the gaslighting never stops.” Apply

Today*. Start Tomorrow*. Stock options available.

*All of the above information may or may not be
a figment of your imagination.

‘EXPERTS’ WANTED

Westminster-based  political  body — seeks
academics willing to provide expert validation for
a diverse range of socio-economic claims, about
which they know little to nothing. Prospective
candidates must possess a PhD. obscure
fields preferred: Medieval Icelandic Poetry, etc.
and be comfortable talking out of their arse
on BBC Question Time.

THE MISLEADING TIMES
MISLEADS EVEN MORE ONLINE

No, we're not just a physical paper. Hop online and get the latest real-
time spurious and factually incorrect politically motivated propaganda
online at misleadingtimes.com. Here you'll find a never-ending
Al powered torrent of utter balderdash. All the better to mislead you.
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Dear Editor,

piter
to the Editor

My name is Joe Regular and I'm a concerned English Person.
Twork at a stereotypical job. Plumbing, or something equally relatable. But
who I am isn’t important. All you need to know is I'm a normal bloke that
loves football and lager and who definitely hasn’t spent the last 30 years
climbing his way to the top of the slippery ladder of party politics.

Anyways, at plumbing beadquarters, all of the talk around the
(impeccably plumbed) water cooler is about how - when you really think
about it - the current party ruined everything.

And I mean everything. I saw a plague of locusts the other day, and
even the insects agree the current party are responsible for 100% of our

present woes. True story.

Here’s another one. Normal, regular people - like yours truly - all
believe that the Prime Minister is a rotten egg, and that the leader of the other
partyisaastalented as be is easy on the eye. When you think about it, voting
Jor the other guy isn’t just the best choice ... it’s the only choice. But what do
I know? I'm only the 100% authentic voice of everyday English persons.

Yours+asincerely,

Joe
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Across

11 A small, harmless untruth
(3 letters)

2] A fictional narrative;
often exaggerated
(4 letters)

5] To make something up
(6 letters)

6] Not true or real
(6 letters)
Down

11 Not true; incorrect
(5 letters)

3] An invented tale
(5 letters)

4] Something fake or counterfeit
(4 letters)
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like:

SEE REFORM POLITICAL ADVERTISING'S FULL
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR THE ELECTIONS BILL
AND TELL YOUR LOCAL MP TO SUPPORT

ENDING THESE Misleading Times

REFORMPOLITICALADVERTISING.ORG/MP




